
Homestay Hosting for Preston Academy of English

Preston Academy of English (PAE) is a language school based in Preston city centre that 
specialises in teaching English as a foreign language. Our students are adults from across
the world. Whilst studying with us, they stay with carefully selected local hosts to give them
the best opportunity to experience a new culture and the English language. Students make
an informed choice to stay with a host. They are looking  for comfortable, welcoming 
accommodation and families where they can feel at home and practise their English in an 
informal environment.

Both students and hosts derive great benefit from the hosting experience. Students benefit
enormously from chatting in English in a relaxed, natural situation, practising over dinner 
what they have learnt in class and enjoying outings with a friendly, local family. 
Hosts gain just as much by meeting students from all over the world, experiencing different
cultures and traditions and enjoying the security and flexibility of accommodating long or 
short term students via a reputable school.

Frequently Asked Questions

When would I host? We are a year-round school and welcome adult students almost 
every month of the year.

How long do students stay? It varies. Some students can stay for a minimum of 1 week 
– but can stay for up to 6 months in some cases.

Can I host if I don't live in Preston? Yes you can, as long as you're within 20 minute 
driving or walking distance of Preston centre! 

How many students can I host? Although most students are hosted individually, 
sometimes students can ask to live with the same host. So if there is sufficient space,  
hosts can look after up to 2 students at one time.

How do the students get to PAE? They usually walk or use public transport to get to us.

Where is PAE based? Our address is 44 Ormskirk Road, Preston, PR1 2QP.
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What about food? Food is an integral part of the home stay experience and students will 
be expected to eat the same food as other family members .  Hosts provide a healthy and 
nourishing daily breakfast and main evening meal on weekdays, and breakfast only at 
weekends. Any special arrangements will be agreed with you separately.

What is the school timetable? Students would typically start school at 0900h and end at 
1500h. 

Are bunk beds acceptable for students? No. A comfortable, adult- sized bed should be 
provided.

Will you want us as hosts as we have no children/are retired?
Certainly! Some students prefer a quieter house where they can study.

I work full time – can I still become a host?
Yes. Students will be at school or busy with activities during the day. We try our best to 
work with our host's schedules as much as possible.

What nationality will the students be? Our students come from all over the world.

How old will the students be? We welcome students from the age of 18 to 80! PAE will 
carefully consider the type of student that will suit you, and factors such as age and gender
will be considered.

I have pets – will this mean I can’t host? Not at all. Students are asked about homestay 
preferences, allergies and whether they are happy living with a host who has pets in the 
home. We allocate accommodation accordingly.

How much notice will you give me? Will I be asked to host at short notice?  We will 
always telephone you first to check your availability. Sometimes, students do require a 
host at short notice, but we do understand if you are not able to host or are not available.

Can I cancel a hosting after I've agreed?  We understand that hosts occasionally have 
to cancel because of family emergencies or unforeseen circumstances, but we do not 
expect our hosts to cancel (even with several weeks notice), unless it is absolutely 
unavoidable. Cancellation of hosting by a host family involves extensive administration,  
but even worse a change of plan can be anxiety provoking for a student who has mentally 
prepared him or her self for their new home-away-from- home.

How much do I get paid? You will receive payment for hosting. The daily rate varies 
slightly according to the student. Contact us for full details about rates.

When will I receive payment for hosting? The first week's payment is made 7 days 
before hosting starts. The next payment covering the following 4 weeks, is made 7 days 
after the start of hosting. Payment is by  bank transfer.
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What if a student cancels or curtails a hosting after it's been agreed with me? If the 
cancellation occurs prior to the booked arrival date, PAE will notify you as soon as possible
and place you on a priority list for a suitable replacement student. If the cancellation takes 
place within 7 days of the start of the hosting (or in the case of a no-show), you will be 
entitled to keep the first week's payment we will have already made to you.
Similarly, if the student curtails the homestay after arrival, PAE will attempt to find a 
suitable replacement student. If one cannot be found, hosts will be entitled to keep any 
monies already paid to them. 

I’ve never hosted before – what support will I receive?
We have a Homestay Handbook which explains in detail what is required of hosts, and 
answers  most questions you may have. When we visit your home for an inspection, we 
will provide you with a copy. 
On a day-to-day basis, the Welfare Manager will be your main point of contact for hosting 
queries. You can contact them by telephone or email.
We also provide all hosts with an out-of-hours  number for any emergencies. That way 
hosts can be assured   of having the support of an experienced member of the PAE team 
at all times, in any situation.

What happens on the Inspection Visit? An experienced member of the PAE team will 
meet you at your home to understand your motivations for applying to be a Host Family, 
confirm you meet PAEs hosting standards and answer any questions you may have. 
Please allow an hour for this visit. They will also take photographs of the communal areas 
of your home (student bedroom, living room, kitchen, bathroom etc). This will help us 
match students to your family. PAE will never publish photos of your home on any website 
without your permission nor provide your personal information to any third party not 
involved in the homestay booking process.

I'm interested! I want to become a host. What are the next steps?

Please contact Preston Academy of English on 01772 821039 or email 
info@prestonacademy.co.uk
We will arrange a time to visit and see the rooms the students could be using. It will also 
give us an opportunity to talk and discuss what type of student placements would work 
best for you and go through any questions you have.
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